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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schmidt 
(5942968). 

As to claim 1, Schmidt discloses in figure 1, an active part for a surge arrester 

having two connecting fittings (1,2) which are arranged along an axis at a distance from 

one another, having at least one cylindrical varistor column (8), which is provided 

between the two connecting fittings, and having at least one dielectric loop (5), which is 

supported on the two connecting fittings or on one of the two connecting fittings and a 

connection piece, which is arranged between the two connecting fittings in the varistor 

column, and holds together the varistor column or a section of the varistor column, 

t 

which is bounded by the supporting connecting fitting and the connection piece thus 
forming a contact force, wherein at least one of the two connecting fittings has an 
electrode (14), which is arranged at right angles to the axis and is in the form of a plate, 
as well as an electrical connection, which is integrally formed on the plate, and means 
for supporting one end of the dielectric loop, which means are formed in the plate and/or 
are integrally formed at the edge of the plate (see abstract and col. 1 , lines 27-53) 

As to claim 2, Schmidt discloses in figure 1, wherein the electrical connection 
(top) is flat. 

As to claim 3, Schmidt discloses in figure 1, wherein the electrical connection is 
In the form of a perforated plate or a plug-in contact. 
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As to claim 4, Schmidt discloses in figure 1 , wherein an axially symmetrical 
centering tab (18) projects from a surface of the plate facing the varistor column (8) and 
is used to guide at least one-cup spring (13) which is in the form of a conical annular 
disk. 

As to claim 5, Schmidt discloses In figure 1 , wherein the diameter of the 
centering tab and the internal diameter of the annular disk are matched to one another 
so as to prevent the cup spring from being pressed flat. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 63(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schmidt (5942968) in view of Shigeru (EP 63313806). 

As to claim 6-9, Schmidt discloses all the limitations as discussed above, but 
does not disclose the supporting means consisting of at least one shoulder which is 
integrally formed at the edge of the plate and is narrower than the diameter of the 
varistor column. Shigeru discloses in his invention where the supporting means 
consisting of two shoulders (5 & 9) (also pararallel to the plate) which is integrally 
formed at the edge of the plate (3,4) and is narrower than the diameter of the varistor 
column (2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to modify the device and tlie shoulders in order to be hold the 
electrode and connecting fittings in place. 

As to claim 10, Shigeru discloses in figure 1, having a housing, which is 
composed of insulating material and surrounds the varistor column (8), parts of the 
connecting fittings (1 ,2) and the dielectric loop (5) (see abstract). 

As to claim 1 1 , Schmidt discloses all the limitations as discussed above, but does 
not disclose the electrical connections of the fittings are passed out of the housing. 
Shigeru discloses in his invention where the electrical connections (10) of the fittings are 
passed out of the housing. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the device and make the electrical 
connections (10) of the fittings extend out of the housing in order to provide a more 
secure connection to the object it is trying to protect. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert T. Dang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8326. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Karl D. Easthom can be reached on 571-272-1989. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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